October 2006

Dear Parish Family,

f .| the Church as we approach the culmination
.~ of the Church liturgical year in the Feast

B of Christ the King Sunday. We begin on
November 1% with the feast of All Saints
in which we proclaim our Communion in
Christ with those in heaven and on earth. On November 2 we
honor All Souls, our loved ones who have died. We have our
parish Harvest Feast at noon on Sunday, November 12%. The
Harvest leads us to Gratitude for the bounteous goodness of
God in our lives. The Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will
be held at 7 pm on Monday, November 20 and the USA Day of
Thanksgiving is Thursday, November 23. As good stewards of
Godés vineyard, you are invited to participate in the feasts of
Godés harvest and giving thanks.

Last month, fourteen members of the Church of St. Jude
participated in the International Conference on Stewardship
held in Boston, Massachusetts. Stewardship is focused on faith
in Jesus and the lived commitment of following the Lord as his
disciple. As a disciple, the good steward responds in gratitude
to God. It was an enriching opportunity inspiring the call of
each person to be a good steward in all ways of life by returning
a portion of oneds time, talent and treasure in gratitude to God.

Stewardship begins with a relationship with the Lord and prayer
is at the heart of onets relationship with God. Perhaps it begins
with 5 or 10 minutes a day, spending time with God in prayer. A
recent book on prayer that | am reading, suggests the following:
Put the Bible on the Pillow of the Bed so that you are reminded
to read a brief passage of Godds Word before bedtime, and then
putting it on oneds shoes so that you pick it up in the morning
to begin the day with the Word of God. As in the parable of the
laborers in the Vineyard, it is the Lord who invites us to be good
stewards and provide a return on his investment.

As good stewards of the portion of Godés vineyard, called the
Church of St. Jude, we look to the present and future needs
of the parish. This process was previously begun with Walton
Associates, Inc. meeting with members of parish commissions,

Phone: 498.9197 or 9524
Fax: 498.7180

Email: shozarth@rochesterstjude.com
vwalker@rochesterstjude.com

councils and staff. On November 7, the site committee along
with the pastoral council, ynance council and staff will meet
to review and provide reynement of the input for the possible
future development of our Church facilities. This information
will be then be shared with the larger segment of the parish.

May God bless you,
Fr. Dean

Stewardship

Last month Fr. Dean and 13 members of
St. Jude Church traveled to Boston for
the International Conference of Catholic
Stewardship. They were among over 1300
attendees who balanced time schedules, an over-abundance
of classes, walking everywhere, masses and once-in-a-while
ynding time to grab a bite to eat.

It was a major decision on everyoneds part to decide which
classes to take. We all wanted to take each one! There were
28 classes on each day; and each person could only attend 4 of
them.

In addition to the classes there were 2 additional areas that
we visited (in our spare time!): Area #1 was church-oriented
vendors showing and demonstrating their products and ideas;
Area #2 was Stewardship parishes sharing their experiences and
success stories about Time, Talent and Goals that enabled them
to become a successful Stewardship Parish. The excitement
of those we talked to and the great displays and articles about
how the parishes and members had grown, along with some of
the things they had accomplished, left us envious and excited
to return home to St. Judeds and to begin planning our future
that will enable us to grow into a more thriving Stewardship
Parish.

Everyone is excited with the information and knowledge
we acquired. Watch the bulletins and newsletter for future
developments.






