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ñThe Door is Always Openò

SCRAPBOOKING & MORE 
       Come join the fun!

CHURCH MATTERS...

Stewardship Corner cont.



PARISH MISSION UPDATE

 St. Judeôs Parish Mission will be a wonderful opportunity for all parishioners to deepen their 
faith and ýnd ways to cope with all the many tensions that ýll our lives these days.  The mission 
focuses on an approach to putting Christ in the center of our lives, the corner stone of our faith, 
in the face of tensions that stem from church scandals to economic and personal issues.
 Fr. Bill has commissioned a steering committee to assist with the mission project.  The ýrst 
meeting of this group occurred on January 4th.  In attendance were Al Laabs, Steve Rotello, 
Sue and Ray Roth, Tom and Vicki Walker, Mike Glick, Michael Grenda, Helen Crusen, Jerry 

and Nancy Calvert, Frances Tomashavich, Sharon Innis, Sue and Dennis Hankins, Sherry and Dan Frachey, Eve 
Deimel, Father Bill, and Sarah Rhodes.  Al Laabs, Michael Grenda and Sue Roth are co-chairing the team effort.  A 
number of ministries have been formed to coordinate various activities before and during and after the mission.
 One of the most important activities that all parishioners can be a part of in this preparation phase is to 
pray for the success of this vital project.  Look for updates on the mission project in the bulletin and in subsequent 
editions of the The Faithful.

Good News Bearers
 Greetings! Perhaps by now youôve heard that I have 
been hired on as your new Director of the Christian Formation 
program. There are probably lots of appropriate things to say 
right now being the new person but let me instead tell you 
what drove me to want to be here in this position.
 Vocationally, I have never had much forward vision 
as to where God was leading me until I was practically 
right on top of it! Having studied business and marketing in 
college, I discovered quickly that such was not to be my path. 
When I began to realize that God was calling me towards 
ministry, I ran. I moved to Springýeld back in 1989 thinking 
(like Jonah) that God would somehow lose track of me and 
leave me be. Instead, God lovingly guided me towards work 
with Catholic Charities which landed me eventually with the 
St. Johnôs Breadline. I grew to love that job and the people we 
served. Like Mother Theresa, I found Jesus in the distressing 
disguise of the poor. 
 After almost 9 years of service there, I felt ready 
to move on and sure enough, I saw an ad in the paper for 
Habitat for Humanity. As Executive Director there for over 
3 years, I enjoyed working alongside hard-working families 
to build homes with them. By involving businesses, faith 
communities, governmental groups and private citizens, we 
all joined forces and saw houses go up one after the other. I 
really saw the body of Christ in action during these years.  
 Still, God stirred within me to call me, without a 
shadow of a doubt, into greater formation in the church. A 
position which I never had considered until recently opened 
up right here in my own home church and the rest is history. At 
the very same time, I have been called on by Fr. Bill and some 
others here at St. Jude to take part in the ñApollos Projectò via 
the Aquinas Institute in St. Louis. I will begin studying for 
my Masterôs degree in Pastoral Theology with an emphasis 
on adult Christian formation and liturgy. I will deýnitely be 
sharing more details about the goals of this program in future 

 

articles so that you can be a part of my journey as our church 
boldly faces the challenges of leadership in the 21st century.  

 In exchange for the blessings of offering me the job 
of Director of Christian Formation along with the Apollos 
Project fellowship, I will begin to pour myself into the 
ministry opportunities here at St. Jude. I sense that we are 
on the verge of some amazing transformations here and feel 
like a kid at the top of a huge sledding hill awaiting the swift 
descent and exhilaration of the ride! The signs are apparent 
and I pray youôll want to take the ride yourself. +
  Dan Frachey, 
  Director of Christian Formation




